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Stephen Depuydt graduated from Ghent University in 2004 as a Bio-Engineer (Cell and 

gene biotechnology) magna cum laude. In 2008 he obtained his PhD degree with a 

dissertation that dealt with the molecular biology of the Rhodococcus fascians – plant 

interaction. After his PhD, he received a Marie Curie Postdoctoral fellowship to work at 

the Department of Molecular Plant Biology at the University of Lausanne (Switzerland), 

further specializing in developmental plant biology and plant hormone interactions.  In 

2012 he subsequently re-joined Ghent University as an FWO (National Research 

Foundation Flanders) postdoctoral fellow, starting up research towards the mode of 

action of a novel plant hormone.  

Since august 2014 he works as a Professor at Ghent University Global Campus in 

Korea where he heads the lab of Plant Growth Analysis of the Plant Biotechbology 

Research Centre. There, he started up research towards how novel and sustainable 

biostimulants (e.g. derived from algae and sponges) can improve and influence plant 

growth and yield. For this, the lab focuses specifically on elongation in both Arabidopsis 

thaliana an Oryza sativa and is developing bio-assays to do so. The lab also applies 

genome editing techniques to improve the yield of a local rice variery. To this end he 

has fruitful and ongoing collaborations with several labs and research groups in Korea 

as well as of the Ghent University home campus, e.g., the department of plant 

biotechnology and bioinformatics from Ghent University and the department of Plant 

Systems Biology of the VIB. 
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